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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THK 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1911. 


AREA  AND  POPULATION. 


No.  of 
Eegn. 
District. 

Area  in  Statute  Acres. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

Population. 

Land  and 
Inland  Water 

Inland  Water 
Only. 

1691. 

1901. 

1911. 

1891. 

1901. 

1911. 

62 

41,315 

110 

2,787 

2,834 

13,730 

12,944 

13,689 

The  Population  of  the  Cranbrook  Enral  District  at  the  census  of 
1911  was  13,689,  being  an  increase  of  745  over  the  census  of  1901.  The 
estimated  populations  of  the  incercensal  years  have  been  somewhat  under- 
estimated. This  cannot  be  avoided,  the  method  adopted  for  calculation 
being  a recognised  one,  but  can  only  be  correct  so  far  as  the  population 
continues  to  increase  or  decrease  at  the  same  rate  as  it  had  been  doing 
during  the  preceding  decennial  periods. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  District  amounted  to  239, 
including  127  of  males,  and  112  of  females.  To  this  number  is  added  one 
which  occurred  outside  the  district,  born  of  parents  having  a fixed  place  of 
residence  in  the  District.  TJie  nett  number  of  births  was  240,  which  gives 
a Birth-rate  of  17.5  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  18.3  in 
1901,  19.6  in  1909,  and  21.6  in  1910. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  deaths  were  registered,  59  of  males  and 
70  of  females.  To  this  numher  are  added  the  deaths  of  13  persons  belonging 
to  the  District  who  died  elsewhere,  while  6 deaths  are  deducted  of  persons 
dying  in  the  District  and  who  had  a fixed  place  of  residence  outside  its 
area.  The  nett  total  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  District  was  136,  giving  a 
death-rate  of  9.9  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  12.6  in  1901, 
12.5  in  1909,  and  13.7  in  1910. 
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Included  among  the  above  total  of  136  deaths,  2 only  were  attribut- 
able to  one  or  other  of  the  following  epidemic  diseases  : — 


Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under  two  years)  1 

Diphtheria  i 

Measles  0 

Whooping-cough 0 

Enteric  Fever q 

Scarlet  Fever  0 

Small  Pox  0 

Pyrexia  of  uncertain  origin  0 


2 

The  Inf3,nt  Mortality,  i.e.,  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  per  1,000  registered  births  was  50,  as  compared  with  75  in 
1901,  95  in  1909,  and  75  in  1910. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1911  was  24.4  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  which  is  0.7  per  1,000  below  the  rate  in  1910,  and  lower 
than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record.  Compared  with  the  average  in 
ten  years,  1901 — 1910,  the  birth-rate  in  1911  showed  a decrease  of  2.8 
per  1,000. 

The  death-rate  in  1911  was  14’6  per  1,000,  which  was  I'l  per  1,000 
above  the  rate  in  1910,  and  equal  to  the  rate  in  1909,  but  lower  than  the 
rate  in  any  other  year  on  record  ; compared  wuth  the  average  I’ate  in  the 
ten  years,  1901 — 1910,  the  death-rate  in  1911  showed  a decrease  of  0'8 
per  1,000. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000 
registered  births  was  130,  which  is  24  per  1,000  above  the  rate  in  1910 — 
the  lowest  on  record — but  is  only  3 per  1,000  above  the  average  in  the  ten 
years,  1901 — 1910,  notwithstanding  the  excessive  heat  and  drought  which 
prevailed  in  tlie  third  quarter  of  the  year.  A higher  infantile  mortality 
than  this  was  experienced  in  43  out  of  the  last  50  years. 


The  following  shows  a comparison  between  the  rates  for  this  District 
and  those  for  England  and  Wales  : — 


Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Infant 

Mortality. 

England  and  Wales 

24.4 

14.6 

130 

Cranbrook  Rural 

17.5 

9.9 

50 

In  January,  1911,  the  Local  Government  Board  intimated  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  tlie  Registrar  General  to  publish  in  his  Annual  Report  for 
1911  and  sul)sequent  years  statistics  of  births,  deaths,  and  of  certain 
causes  of  death  for  adminstrative  instead  of,  as  hitherto,  for  registration 
(or  poor  law)  areas,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  revise  and  modify  the 
Tables  in  order  to  minimise  discrepancies  between  the  figures  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  those  of  the  Registrar  General. 
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Table  1 is  altered  as  to  births  by  the  addition  of  columns  sbowinf»  the 
uncorrected  and  corrected  numbers,  and  the  Rej^istrar  (leneral  su])|)lios 
Medical  OlTicers  of  Ilealtb,  tlirouf'b  the  County  Medical  Ol’licer,  with  the 
number  of  births — male,  female,  lef^itimate,  and  illegitimate — to  bo  added 
or  deducted.  The  Registrar  General  also  in  a like  manner  supplies  parti- 
culars of  all  deaths  of  jiersons  belonging  to  the  District  and  who  have  died 
outside  its  area,  and  it  is  left  to  Medical  Oflicers  of  Health  to  exclude 
deaths  of  non-residents. 

The  former  Table  2 is  now  ommitted,  and  in  its  place  is  the  Infectious 
Disease  Table,  which  is  slightly,  though  not  materially,  altered. 

The  list  of  causes  of  death  (Table  3)  has  been  considerably  altered, 
the  Local  Government  Board  having,  in  conjunction  with  the  Registrar 
General,  adopted  a form  condensed  from  that  known  as  the  “ International 
List,”  which  is  also  used  widely  in  other  countries.  The  compilation  is 
systematised  by  a manual  which  has  been  issued  by  the  Registrar  General. 
In  following  tliis  manual  when  compiling  Table  3 I noticed  that  the  Table 
as  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  did  not  correspond  exactly  with 
that  stated  in  the  manual  as  having  been  adopted  l)y  the  Registrar  General 
and  the  Local  Government  Board,  i.e.,  there  are  headings  “Meningitis” 
and  “ Organic  Heart  Disease  ” in  the  latter  which  do  not  appear  in  the 
former,  and  otlier  small  differences.  In  order  to  make  the  Table  3 of 
the  Local  Government  Board  correspond  with  the  list  of  diseases  given  by 
the  Registrar  General  I found  it  necessary  to  re-numher  the  headings  and 
to  separate  heart  and  brain  diseases  from  “ otlier  defined  ” diseases. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Table  is  also  slightly  altered  as  to  headings  and 
age  periods. 


A— NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Acts, 
1889  and  1899,  the  following  diseases  are  compulsorily  notifiable  in  the 
District,  viz..  Small-pox,  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup,  Ery- 
sipelas, the  disease  known  as  Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina,  and  the  fevers 
known  by  any  of  the  following  names  : — Typhus,  Typhoid  or  Enteric, 
Relapsing,  Continued  and  Puerperal. 

Thirty-four  cases  were  notified  as  against  37  in  the  previous  year,  and 
comprised  9 cases  of  Diphtheria,  9 of  Erysipelas,  15  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1 
of  Enteric  Fever. 


Small-pox. — The  District  was  again  free  from  this  disease. 

Diphtheria. — Nine  cases  were  reported  with  one  death,  as  against 
17  cases  (2  deaths)  in  the  previous  year.  They  were  notified  as  follows : — 
1 in  August  and  3 in  September  from  Cranhrook  ; 5 in  November,  2 in 
each  of  the  parishes  of  Sissinghurst  and  Cranhrook,  and  1 at  Goudhurst. 
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Three  of  the  cases  occurred  in  one  family  at  Coursehorne,  near  Cran- 
brook.  The  first  (a  girl  aged  7 years)  being  notified  on  September  7th, 
was  treated  at  home,  as  there  were  Scarlet  Fever  cases  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  two  diseases  cannot  be  treated  there  with  safety  at  the  same 
time.  The  mother  contracted  the  disease  and  was  notified  on  September 
21st.  Both  patients  apparently  made  good  recoveries,  but  at  the  end  of 
November  another  member  of  the  family 

was  notified  and  removed  to  the  Hospital,  it  then  being  free  from  Scarlet 
Fever  cases. 

In  the  other  six  cases  some  sanitary  defect  was  found  at  the  patient’s 
house. 


The  fatal  case  was  that  of  a child  aged  4 years,  notified  on  the  5th 
November  from  Goudhurst,  who  was  treated  at  home  and  died  after  9 
days’  illness. 

Erysipelas. — Nine  non-fatal  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with 
10  cases  and  one  death  in  the  previous  year,  and  occurred  : — 1 in  January 
at  Goudhurst,  1 in  March  and  3 in  April  at  the  Union  Workhouse,  2 in 
October  (l  at  Cranbrook  and  1 at  Goudhurst),  1 in  November  and  1 in 
December  at  Goudhurst. 


The  fatal  case  occurred  in  April  at  the  Union  Workhouse — an  aged 
male  belonging  to  Benenden. 

Scarlet  Fever  rose  from  8 non-fatal  cases  in  1910  to  15  in  1911. 


Thirteen  of  tbe  cases  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Goudhurst,  and  were 
mostly  of  children  attending  the  Winchett  Hill  School.  * 


This  small  and  troublesome  epidemic  commenced  with  4 cases  in 
November,  and  3 in  December,  1910,  followed  by  : — 

2 in  January 

3 ,,  February 
1 ,,  March 

1 ,,  April 

2 ,,  May 

3 ,,  August 

1 ,,  September 
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Exhaustive  enquiries  were  made  as  to  absentees  from  school  and 
suspicious  cases,  the  school  disinfected  on  two  occasions,  and  I reported 
on  the  cases  fully  at  the  time. 


The  remaining  two  cases  occurred  in  Benenden  in  December,  both 
children  aged  7 years. 

Twelve  of  the  patients  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Enteric  Fever. — One  non-fatal  case  occurred  in  November  at  Cran- 
brook,  an  adult  female. 

The  drains  at  the  premises  were  unventilated,  and  there  were  other 
unsatisfactory  conditions  existing. 

Puerperal  Fever. — No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified. 

Tuberculosis  in  all  its  forms  caused  17  deaths  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  16  in  1910.  Of  these  17  deaths,  12  wei’e  cei’tified  as  due 
to  Phthisis  (consumption  of  the  lungs),  as  against  12  in  1910,  and  17  in 
1909.  The  death-rate  from  all  forms  of  the  disease  was  1.24,  and  the 
Phthisis  death-rate  0.87  per  1,000  of  population. 

No  notifications  were  received  under  the  voluntary  system  of  notifi- 
cation adopted  in  the  District. 


Eight  notifications  were  received  under  the  Poor  Law  Eegulations, 
viz.,  3 of  persons  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  3 of  poor  persons  leaving  the 
Brighton  Workhouse  for  residence  in  this  District,  and  2 of  poor  persons 
in  private  houses  at  Goudhurst  and  Cranbrook.  All  the  cases  were  adults. 

Under  the  Hospital  Regulations,  one  case  was  notified,  a woman  aged 
42,  notified  from  the  General  Hospital,  Maidstone,  and  who  belonged  to 
Cranbrook. 


Two  hundred  and  forty-three  notifications  were  received  from  the 
Bendenden  Sanitorium,  all  of  which  were  forwarded  to  the  Medical 
OflBcers  of  Health  of  the  District  whence  the  patients  were  admitted. 


A Register  is  also  kept  by  me  with  records  of  the  names,  addresses, 
and  transfers. 

Disinfection  is  thoroughly  carried  out  in  all  necessary  cases  and  after 
deaths,  and  disinfectants  freely  supplied  as  required.  Printed  instructions 
are  also  given  to  patients  and  those  in  charge. 


Under  the  Poor  Law  Regulations,  1908,  Phthisis  was  made  com- 
pulsorily notifiable  among  poor  persons,  and  by  the  Tuberculosis  in 
Hospitals  Regulations,  1911,  all  persons  suffering  from  the  disease  and 
being  treated  in  hospitals  and  sanatoria  are  required  to  be  notified. 


By  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1911,  dated  15th 
November,  1911,  and  numbered  57,807,  all  cases  of  phthisis  are  com- 
pulsorily notifiable  as  from  January  1st,  1912,  medical  men  and  school 
naedical  inspectors  being  required  to  notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  District  in  which  the  patient  is  resident  or  the  school  is 
situate,  as  the  case  may  be,  all  cases  coming  to  his  notice  within  48  hours, 
with  the  exception  of  cases  which  have  been  previously  notified  (see 
Art.  4). 
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Art.  9 gives  si^ecial  ])o\vers  to  Councils  to  “ tlo  such  Acts  and  make 
such  arrangements  as  may  he  necessary”  in  supplying  medical  or  other 
assistance,  facilities  and  articles  for  detecting  and  for  preventing  infection, 
i^-c.,  including  power  to  appoint  officers  to  carry  out  the  work,  and  also  to 
supply  literature,  etc. 

These  Reguations  do  not  affect  or  interfere  with  the  Poor  Law  or  the 
Hospital  Regulations  which  remain  in  force  as  heretofore  (Art.  10). 

By  Art.  13  Medical  Officers  of  Health  or  Councils  are  not  required  to 
take  any  action  in  respect  of  patients  notified  where  such  action  would 
interfere  with  tlie  patients’  occupation,  or  means  of  livelihood,  &c.,  it 
being  deemed  advisable  to  deal  with  such  cases  according  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  they  arise  with  a certain  amount  of  latitude  and 
discretion. 

It  will  now  be  a matter  for  the  Council  to  consider  what  steps  should 
be  taken  to  provide  accommodation  and  other  means  for  treatment  of  cases 
of  this  disease,  and  in  this  direction  I have  attended  several  meetings  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  consider  aiid  discuss  the  question  generally. 

At  present  it  seems  to  me  that  tlie  only  practical  way  will  be  for  the 
County  Authorities  to  provide  an  adequate  number  of  sanatoria,  and 
divide  the  County  into  hospital  or  sanatoria  areas. 

I conferred  with  and  advised  your  Sanitary  Inspector  how  we  should 
proceed,  and  sent  a circular  letter,  dated  December  22nd,  1911,  to  medical 
men  residing  in  the  area  asking  for  their  co-operation,  and  informing  them 
that  infective  material  could  l)e  examined  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
health  free  of  charge  to  them  at  the  County  Laboratory,  Maidstone. 

In  addition  to  the  prescribed  registers,  details  are  collected  on  cards 
(of  which  I have  drawn  up  a special  form  to  suit  the  requirements  of  the 
District)  which  are  filed,  and  to  which  further  notes  of  the  history  of  each 
case  can  be  added  from  time  to  time. 

The  special  return  re(pured  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on 
“ Phthisis  : Sanatorium  ami  Hospital  Accommodation  ” is  not  included  in 
this  report,  as  there  are  no  facts  to  insert  for  this  district.  The  advance 
copy  of  the  form  has  been  sent  to  the  Board  as  requested. 

A County  Laboratory  (at  present  at  Mill  Street  Chambers,  Maid- 
stone) is  to  be  established  at  the  commencement  of  1912,  where  diphtheria 
swabs,  specimens  of  sputum,  suspected  typhoid  blood,  &c.,  can  be  examined 
free  of  direct  charge  if  for  the  interests  of  public  health,  and  when  sent  in 
the  special  outfits  to  be  provided  and  with  an  accompanying  prescribed 
form  filled  in.  A small  stock  of  the  outfits  will  be  kept  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


B.  NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  he  able  to  record  tliat  no  deatlis  resulted  from 
Measles,  Whooping-cough,  or  Inllucnza. 


Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two  years). — Only  one  infant  death 
resulted  from  enteritis — in  Septend)er,  aged  11  months,  at  Hawkhurst. 
Considering  the  very  hot  weather  which  occurred  during  the  third  (piarter 
of  the  year,  this  must  he  a unique  record. 


Had  it  not  been  for  the  altered  nomenclature  no  deaths  would  have 
been  scheduled  under  this  heading  at  all. 


Hospital  Isolation. — Fifteen  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Swattenden  Lane,  and  were  admitted  as 
follows  ; — 

January  2 cases  (Scarlet  Fever). 

February  3 ,,  ,, 

March  1 case  ,, 

April  1 ,, 

May  2 cases  ,, 

August  2 ,, 

September 1 case  ,, 

November  3 cases  (Diphtheria). 

Total 15  cases  (12  Scarlet  Fever,  3 Diphtheria). 


No  deaths  occurred  at  the  Hospital. 

As  I have  previously  reported,  the  Hospital  is  only  capable  of  dealing 
wdth  one  disease  at  a time  ; the  administrative  block  and  the  wards  are  in 
too  close  proximity  to  each  other  ; there  is  no  separate  discharging  block 
and  no  disinfector. 


Inspection  of  District. — Special  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made 
by  me  in  regard  to  the  following  matters  : — Winchett  Hill  School ; drain- 
age at  Benenden  ; Anthrax  at  Frittenden ; many  visits  to  the  Hawkhurst 
Sewage  Works ; drainage  at  Cranbrook  ; hop-pickers’  accommodation. 
These  visits  were  in  addition  to  usual  routine  visits,  in  connection  with 
cases  of  infectious  diseases,  inspections  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  &c. 


The  particulars  of  the  woi’k  done,  the  notices  served  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  as  required  by  the  Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside  London)  Order, 
1910,  are  appended  in  Mr.  Bailey’s  report. 

Common  Lodging-Houses. — There  are  no  common  lodging-houses 
in  the  District. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — There  are  29  premises  on 
the  Eegister,  viz.  : — 


Benenclen  4 

Craubrook  3 

Frittenden  1 

Goud hurst  8 

Hawk  hurst  5 

Sandhurst  3 


29 

Improvements  have  been  effected  at  three  of  the  premises,  and  I have 
arranged  with  the  new  Inspector  to  make  an  inspection  of  all  the  premises 
during  1912. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  District  is  produced 
locally,  and  is  of  good  quality. 


No  examinations  are  undertaken  by  the  Council  for  the  detection  of 
tuberculous  milk. 

Kegulations  for  the  control  of  the  premises  made  under  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1875,  have  been  in  force  since  1907. 


Slaughter-houses. — The  slaughter-houses  have  been  kept  under  as 
much  supervision  as  possible,  and  no  gross  defects  have  been  reported. 
In  view  of  present  day  requirements,  however,  it  would  be  a great  advan- 
tage to  have  bye-laws  framed  for  their  regulation. 

No  systematic  inspections  of  meat  are  made,  but  a general  look-out  is 
kept  on  the  supply,  especially  during  the  hop-picking  season. 

No  carcases  have  been  found  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

General  Food  Supplies. — Systematic  inspections  of  food  are  not 
made,  nor  does  it  appear  necessary  except  during  hop-picking. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  117  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875. 

No  outbreaks  of  illness  suspected  to  be  due  to  food  poisoning  have 
been  met  with,  but  should  such  occur  the  suspected  articles  can  be  ex- 
amined at  the  County  Laboratory  at  Maidstone. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — ^The  revised  register  con- 
tains 155  entries,  viz., 

FACTORIES. 


Jlakehouses 0 

Other  Trades  connected  with  Poods  or  Drinks  4 

Laundries  1 

Various  5 
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WOEKSHOPS. 


Bakehouses  22 

Other  Trades  connected  with  Foods  or  Drinks  3 

Laundries  37 

Other  Trades  connected  with  Clothing 36 

Various  47 


145 

Mr.  Bailey  has  as  yet  been  unable  to  make  a detailed  inspection  of  all 
the  premises,  but  will  do  so  as  time  admits.  Five  defects  have  been  found 
and  remedied. 

Drainage,  Sewerage,  and  Sewage  Disposal.— Tbe  details  of  the 
Sewage  Works  at  Ockley  were  not  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  late 
Surveyor,  so  that  it  has  been  necessary  for  some  alterations  to  be  made. 
Tbe  principal  trouble  bas  been  due  to  the  admittance  of  storm  and  ground 
water  into  the  tank  and  filter  bed.  I have  paid  many  visits  to  the  works 
and  have  had  several  consultations  with  the  local  Councillors  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  have  every  confidence  that  the  defects  can  be 
remedied  and  the  system  made  a success. 

The  filter  beds  at  the  Goudhurst  Berresford  Road  outfall  are  too 
small,  and  the  Council  are  arranging  for  alterations  to  be  made — in  this 
case  also  I feel  sure  great  improvement  can  be  effected,  and  a reasonably 
good  effluent  obtained. 


Closet  Accommodation. — At  the  present  time  I am  unable  to 
numerically  differentiate  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  as  to  the  different 
types  of  closet  existing — it  will,  however,  be  possible  during  the  present 
year  to  ascertain  this,  or  at  any  rate  what  exist  in  a good  portion  of  the 
District. 


Cesspools  are  emptied  in  Cran brook  itself  by  a properly  equipped 
sewage  van. 

Refuse  Removal. — No  refuse  removal  is  undertaken  at  the  public 
expense. 

Water  Supply. — In  my  annual  report  for  last  year  I described  in 
detail  tbe  conditions  which  had  temporarily  upset  the  filtering  process  at 
the  Cranbrook  Water  Works.  Some  discoloration  occurred  in  the  early 
part  of  1911,  but  on  the  whole  a decided  improvement  has  taken  place. 


Five  samples  of  well  water  were  examined  by  me,  and  all  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 


Elementary  Schools. — The  following  schools  were  closed  on  my 
advice  during  the  year  : — Goudhurst  Winchett  Hill  School,  Febi'uary  13th 
to  24th,  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever  ; Cranlu'ook  Colliers’  Green  School, 
March  13th  to  April  13th  on  account  of  Mumps. 
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\anous  other  schools  Iiave  been  closed  hy  the  County  Medical 
on  account  of  adments  among  the  children. 


Otticer 


rnn.I‘’ V Of  «of'oof  children  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Medical  Oliicer  (who  is  also  School  Medical  Officer),  hut  other 
work  in  connection  with  schools  and  the  public  health  is  carried  out 
jointly  by  that  officer  and  myself. 


The  action  taken  for  tlie  prevention  of  spread  of  infectious  disease 
among  school  children  is  : Prompt  isolation  of  the  patient,  exclusion  of 
contacts  from  school,  examination  of  throat  material  for  diphtheria 
disinfection  of  houses,  clothing,  and  schools,  and  enquiries  as  to  absentees.’ 

Hop  and  Fruit  Pickers’  Accommodation.— The  weather  during 

t le  picking  season  was  very  hot  and  dry,  and  no  cases  of  infectious  disease 
occurred  among  the  pickers. 


I made  an  inspection  with  Dr.  Farrar,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  of  several  of  the  larger  hop-growing  farms,  and 
in  several  cases  found  the  usual  defects  existing— sliortage  and  bad  supplies 
of  water,  inadequate  privy  accommodation,  &c. 

Bye-laws. — The  following  are  in  force  : — 

Bye-laws  for  securing  the  decent  lodging  and  accommodation  of 
persons  engaged  in  hop-picking.  Adopted  17th  November, 
1875. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order- 
1885.  Adopted  February  13th,  and  came  into  force  April 
1st,  1907. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  New  Buildings,  adopted  14th  Decem- 
ber, 1910,  and  allowed  hy  the  Local  Government  Board  on 
31st  January,  1911. 


Adoptive  Acts. — -No  Adoptive  Acts  have  been  put  into  foi’ce  in  this 
District.  I think  that  the  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  is  desirable,  and  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  some  of  the 
provisions  of  the  1907  Act  should  also  be  considered. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &C.,  Act,  1909.— A system  for  carrying 
out  the  necessary  inspections  according  to  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  has  been  approved  by  this  Council,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  being  the  officer  designated  to  make  the  inspections. 
Where  difficulties  arise  I also  propose  to  visit-  and  inspect. 

Details  are  to  be  taken  on  the  spot  in  a note  book  with  special 
headings,  and  these  details  afterwards  transferred  to  duplicated  foolscap 
sheets.  This  record  with  any  resulting  correspondence,  copies  of  notices, 
&c.,  in  respect  of  each  house  will  be  placed  in  a paper  folder,  numbered, 
filed,  and  card  indexed,  So  that  the  particulars  respecting  any  hous  e which 
has  been  inspected  under  the  Regulations  can  be  easily  referred  to. 
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No  houses  have  been  inspected  under  this  Act  during  1911,  Init 
everything  is  in  readiness  for  a coinmenceinent  to  bo  made  in  1912. 

There  are  no  collar  dwellings  in  tlie  District,  and  no  offensive  trades 
are  carried  on. 

I do  not  know  of  any  of  the  parishes  in  this  area  in  which  the  dearth 
of  working  class  dwellings  is  acute,  hut  more  detailed  inspection  during  the 
coming  year  may  cause  this  view  to  bo  modified. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever, 
the  health  conditions  of  the  District  at  the  end  of  the  year  were 
satisfactory. 

Mr.  Caleb  Payne,  who  has  acted  as  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 
to  the  Council  since  December,  1906,  resigned  at  Midsummer,  1911,  and 
Mr.  J.  H.  Bailey,  of  Kingsbridge,  South  Devon,  was  appointed  whole  time 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  commenced  his  duties  on  July  3rd. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Lewis,  M.I.  Municipal  Eng.,  late  under  County  Surveyor 
for  West  Sussex,  was  at  the  same  time  appointed  Surveyor  to  the  Council. 

The  separation  of  the  two  posts  should  ensure  better  work  in  the 
Inspector’s  Department  than  hitherto. 

Mr.  Bailey’s  report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  carried  out  by  him  during 
his  period  of  office,  the  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  the  Talile  provided  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  recording 
action  taken  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  are  appended. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


April  2nd,  1912. 


JAMES  SCOTT  TEW. 


TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1911  and  previous 
years,  in  the  Cranbrook  Rural  District. 


Total  population  at  all  ages,  13,689,  at  Census  of  1911. 
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TABLE  IV. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Cranbrook  Rural  District  Council. 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1911. 


nr.  .1.  S.  TF.W,  TflXBRlPdE. 

Diar  Sir, 

I have  much  jileasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  first  Annual  Report, 
dealing  with  the  sanitation  of  this  district. 

Inspection. —During  the  year  148  houses  have  been  inspected,  and 
various  sanitary  matters  requiring  attention  have  been  attended  to;  32 
nuisances  have  been  found  and  abated. 

New  Houses  Erected. — -Thirteen  new  houses  have  been  erected  in 
accordance  with  the  Council’s  Bye-laws. 

Disinfection. — Fourteen  houses  and  two  schools  have  been  disinfected, 
no  bedding,  etc.,  destroyed  by  order. 

Samples  of  Water. — Four  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  foi 
analysis,  and  all  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Drainage. — Seventeen  new  connections  to  the  sewer  have  been  made. 
15  drains  were  found  defective,  and  all  defects  have  been  made  good. 

Houses  Repaired.— Five  houses  were  found  that  required  certain 
repairs,  and  at  my  request  have  been  attended  to. 

Notices  Served. — During  the  year  32  Preliminary  and  2 Statutory 
Notices  have  been  served. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  igoi. — A register  is  kept  by  this 
Authority.  22  inspections  have  been  made,  and  in  5 defects,  etc.,  were 
found,  which  have  been  made  good  to  my  satisfaction. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — I have  inspected  a few  of  these  : 3 were 
found  unsatisfactory,  and  in  each  case  the  requirements  of  the  Council’s 
Regulations  have  been  complied  ivith. 

These  statements  have  been  furnished  for  your  general  information,  and 
to  my  knowledge,  1 believe  to  be  perfectly  correct. 

Yours  obediently, 


J.  H.  BAILEY. 
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